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Open Letter to the Northern
Territory Government: It’s time to
act on gambling harm

Monday 5 October 2026

To the Northern Territory Government, 

As Territorians and Australians, we are calling on you to put people before gambling industry
pro=ts. 

Australians lose more to gambling per capita than any other country in the world, but our current
laws allow harmful industry practices to continue, and people are paying the price. 

This is not about stopping gambling. This is about stopping harm. 

The Federal Government recently had an opportunity to make meaningful changes to gambling
regulation, but wasted it. 

The NT Government now has an opportunity, and a responsibility, to lead on gambling reform. 

Almost all of Australia’s largest online gambling companies are licensed and based here in the
NT, meaning decisions made here have consequences far beyond the Territory. 

We believe the priority of gambling laws should be protecting people from gambling harm, not
protecting gambling industry pro=ts. 

That is why we are calling on the NT Government to strengthen the Territory’s gambling laws and
support reformsthat would: 

make preventing gambling harm a clear purpose of gambling laws; 

introduce stronger conFict of interest requirements for Commission members; 

ban harmful gambling inducements, including free bets, bonus bets and VIP
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treatment;

strengthen protections for young people; and 

introduce stronger penalties for gambling operators that fail to meet their obligations. 

These are practical measures that would help ensure gambling operators are held accountable
and that the interests of people are placed ahead of the interests of an industry that pro=ts when
people lose. 

The Northern Territory has a unique opportunity to show national leadership on gambling
harm. We believe the NT can lead the way in building a gambling regulatory system that puts
people <rst. 

By signing, we support the principles and reforms outlined in this open letter and call on the NT
Government to act. 

Justine Davis MLA
Independent Member for Johnston

Donna Ah Chee
CEO, Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance
Northern Territory (AMSANT)

Cindy Torrens
CEO, North Australian Aboriginal Family Legal
Service (NAAFLS)

Craig Kelly
CEO, Anglicare NT

Geoff Radford
CEO, NT Mental Health Coalition (NTMHC)

Claire Pirrett
Interim CEO, NT Council of Social Service
(NTCOSS)

Kate Fox
CEO, South Australian Financial Counsellors
Association NT & SA

Terri-ann Maney
CEO, Relationships Australia - Northern
Territory

Senator David Pocock
Independent Senator for the ACT

Andrew Wilkie MP
Federal Member for Clark

Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC
Senator for South Australia

Zali Steggall OAM MP
Federal Member for Warringah

Senator Lidia Thorpe
Independent Senator for Victoria

Allegra Spender MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Monique Ryan MP
Independent Federal Member for Kooyong

Thomas Emerson MLA
Independent Member of the ACT Legislative
Assembly

Helen Haines MP
Independent Federal Member for Indi
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Shiva Panchalingam
Gambling Harm Advocate

Nicholas Lay
Northern Territory Director, Australian
Christian Lobby

Rev. Felicity Amery
Moderator of the Northern Synod, Uniting
Church in Australia

Dr Cassandra Goldie
CEO, Australian Council of Social Service

Dr Cassandra Wright
Program Lead of Alcohol and Other Drugs,
Menzies Institute for Medical Research

Luke Bateman
Gambling Harm Advocate

Nieves Murray
CEO, Suicide Prevention Australia

Richard Denniss & Leanne Minshull
Co-CEOs, The Australia Institute

Rev. Tim Costello
Chief Advocate, Alliance for Gambling Reform

Dr Samantha Hurcombe

Professor Marita HeUer
Public Health Association Australia (NT
Branch)

Kate Chaney MP
Independent Federal Member for Curtin

Rebekha Sharkie MP
Federal Member for Mayo

Dr Sophie Scamps MP
Federal Member for Mackellar

Georgie Purcell MP
Member for Northern Victoria

Dai Le MP
Federal Member for Fowler

Nicolette Boele MP
Federal Member for Brad=eld

Professor Samantha Thomas

Dr Hannah Pitt

Dr Simone McCarthy

Emeritus Professor Mike Daube AO
Faculty of Health Sciences, Curtin University
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About
- About Justine
- Johnston Electorate
- Highlights of 2025

Policies and Parliament

- Policies
- Justine in Parliament
- Community Scrutiny Forum
- Doing politics differently
- Current Public Consultations

Take action

- Petition: Support the Future
Generations Bill
- Petition: Protect People from
Gambling Harm
- Petition: Moratorium on AI
Data Centres
- Petition: Let’s Clean Up
Politics in the NT
- Open Letter to the NT Gov:
Time to Act on Gambling
Harm

News & Media
- News and Media
- Newsletter
- Social Media

Please direct all enquiries to electorate.johnston@nt.gov.au or visit the oPce at Millner Village Plaza, cnr Bagot Rd and Fitzgerald St,
Millner.

Our team acknowledges the Larrakia Peoples as the Traditional Owners and custodians of the Lands we live and work on. Sovereignty was
never ceded and treaties were never signed. We commit to working for truth, justice and treaty. Always was and always will be Aboriginal

land. Until we are all free, none of us are free.
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